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FINAT Launches Product Carbon Footprint and Life Cycle Analysis
Initiative at Labelexpo

Brussels, 12 September 2023 - FINAT, the European label association, presents a new
initiative designed to give guidance to the label industry on the growing market demand for
Product Carbon Footprint data. The initiative is part of FINAT's ‘Four Pillar’ programme
designed to increase the association’s agility in the areas of community networking,
knowledge, collaboration and industry advocacy. The Product Carbon Footprint leaflet and
video are part of several new releases to be presented at Labelexpo Europe.

In view of environmental concerns among citizens, consumers, producers and
legislators, the impact of Environmental Social and Governance criteria on business
behaviour is growing. There is a growing demand for objective criteria to measure the
environmental impact of labels and packaging products and processes, and to provide
data to customers and stakeholders.

But there are challenges in obtaining and providing the appropriate data and in
comparing alternative solutions. Data for which they need input from their suppliers
since they can only provide data about their own sphere of influence (scope 1 and 2)
whereas also ‘scope 3’ data are needed from further up the value chain.

FINAT has therefore initiated a project to provide clarity and give guidance to the label
community on the subject of Product Carbon Footprint (PCF) and Life Cycle Analysis
(LCA). As a first step, at the press conference, on Tuesday 12 September at 12.00 CET at
Labelexpo Europe, FINAT launched a brochure and animated video to explain the basics
of PCF and LCA, the distinction between the two and the fact that this needs an entire
value chain approach.

The two next steps for 2023-2024 are:
a survey of existing calculation methods currently being used in the labels and
packaging production chain (for release in the first quarter of 2024), and
a guidance document towards harmonising the PCF/LCA approach along the
label value chain. This will be done in the form of a whitepaper and presentation
at the next FINAT Technical Seminar to be held from 20-22 November 2024 in
Barcelona.

The project falls under the scope of FINAT's new Workstream ‘Collaboration’ that is co-
chaired by Board members Alex Knott (Dow) and Uwe Dusterwald (BASF). Alex Knott
comments: “In the course of the past year, FINAT has been approached by several label
converters and national label associations to support them in addressing demands from label



customers to provide data about the environmental impact of their labels and packaging.
However, there is a lot of misunderstanding about the different methodologies and
definitions, so as a first step we decided to prepare an illustrated document and animated
video to explain the basics of Product Carbon Footprint (PCF, which focuses on the aggregated
emissions during the process), and Life Cycle Analysis (LCA, which is much broader than just
emissions). As a second step, during the next twelve months, a team of volunteers from FINAT
and national label associations will focus on providing clarity about the different calculation
methodologies at play in the labels and packaging chain. As a third and final step in this
project, at our Technical Seminar next year we will present a whitepaper aiming to align the
approaches along the value chain. In doing so, we will build on earlier work done several
years ago when we released our first LCA Guidance Document.”

Download the PCF and LCA folder here.
View the video (of which a voiceover version will be released after the show) here.

Other initiatives that are on display at FINAT's stand A31 in Hall 11 include:
- The FINAT Whitepaper on PET Recycling (see here);
CELAB-Europe’s liner and matrix recycling programmes;
FINAT's Label Competition Winners' gallery 2020 - 2023
FINAT's #LABELicious Competition 2023-24 introduction
The FINAT Technical Handbook and other publications

At the show, visitors are invited to join us at the stand for refreshments in the morning
and afternoon and be updated by FINAT volunteers and staff about our current and
future programmes. On 12 September, at 10.00 CET, there was also a special ‘Meet and
Greet' featuring Workstream Leaders.

FINAT President Philippe Voet concludes: “The past few years, coming out of Covid19, the
FINAT Board, Committees and Staff have made a tremendous effort to redesign our strategy
and structure in order to address the challenges facing our industry going forward. Alongside
our typical strengths of community networking and the sharing of knowledge and
information, we have made a significant investment in strengthening our role as
collaboration platform and as voice of the label industry in the regulatory arena. We look
forward to presenting and discussing our first deliverables with members and potential
members.”

-END -

Established in 1958, FINAT is the European association for the label industry. FINAT represents over 600 member
companies established in more than 50 countries, covering the complete value chain of the label industry. The
label printing industry alone directly employs around 100.000 people in Europe, with an annual turnover around
€16 billion. www.finat.com

For further information, media inquiries, or interview requests, please contact:
Elke Verbaarschot at info@finat.com or +31 70 312 3910.
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