
£ million 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

PRINTING
NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES 1,495.8 1,427.8 1,407.1 1,426.8 1,480.9 1,495.8 1,304.8 1,335.9 1,694.1 1,198.0 1,238.4 1,096.6 1,057.5 975.8 814.9 715.8 600.2 779.5 848.7 775.8 601.5 597.6
of which:

Newspapers 625.5 626.9 563.5 607.3 668.7 717.9 680.4 678.4 759.6 437.9 418.0 410.8 357.9 297.7 266.6 246.9 177.0 364.5 474.8 458.3 378.7 382.6
of which:

newspapers appearing at least 4 times a week 192.3 240.9 195.2 204.6 234.8 308.9 307.8 306.5 445.8 217.1 218.2 219.0 196.5 159.3 137.6 129.9 102.9 282.3 365.4 341.2 283.7 290.1
newspapers appearing less than 4 times a week 433.2 385.9 368.4 402.8 433.9 408.9 372.6 371.9 313.8 220.8 199.8 191.8 161.4 138.4 129.1 117.1 74.1 82.2 109.4 117.1 95.0 92.5

Magazines and journals 870.3 801.0 843.6 819.5 812.3 778.0 624.4 657.5 934.6 760.0 820.4 685.8 699.6 678.1 548.2 468.9 423.2 415.0 373.9 317.6 222.9 215.0

Books, brochures, leaflets etc 1,538.4 1,371.5 1,298.1 1,256.3 1,167.0 1,213.1 1,165.7 1,184.0 1,382.0 1,364.9 1,467.4 1,554.8 1,561.1 1,403.6 1,411.8 1,488.2 1,492.5 1,494.1 1,530.1 1,612.5 1,235.6 1,295.5
of which: 

books, brochures, leaflets etc 607.1 524.1 479.5 459.8 427.6 419.5 439.2 434.2 581.9 741.4 827.7 904.1 975.1 892.6 926.2 1,003.7 1,034.5 1,050.0 1,154.1 1,234.5 958.8 1,009.1
books, brochures or pamphlets in single sheets 700.5 612.2 636.6 647.8 595.5 642.4 608.6 611.8 650.1 529.2 560.9 572.7 518.1 472.3 455.1 453.2 428.8 418.0 334.7 330.3 233.1 243.8
children's books etc., music printed or manuscript 31.6 31.7 24.8 25.1 19.3 17.2 9.3 9.9 7.4 4.7 2.8 5.9 7.6 6.5 5.8 6.3 6.3 5.7 24.1 27.8 27.1 34.7

children's books N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 2.8 1.6 0.5 0.5 1.1 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 17.5 22.0 23.2 30.3
music N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 4.6 3.2 2.3 5.4 6.5 5.9 5.2 5.7 5.7 5.1 6.5 5.8 3.9 4.4

dictionaries and encyclopaedias N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 64.3 18.9 5.1 5.5 2.2 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.4 0.4
annual business reports and accounts 199.2 203.5 157.2 123.5 124.6 133.9 108.6 128.1 78.2 70.7 70.8 66.5 58.0 31.8 24.2 24.4 22.4 19.9 16.7 19.4 16.3 7.6

Advertising literature 3,421.3 3,240.1 3,194.7 3,018.4 2,895.6 2,837.0 2,707.2 2,777.7 2,599.5 2,181.7 2,239.6 2,299.3 2,173.8 1,877.7 1,967.7 1,789.1 1,666.0 1,721.9 1,558.9 1,408.8 1,225.9 1,210.5
of which:

commercial catalogues 1,364.2 1,309.1 1,255.1 1,052.0 927.8 863.4 746.1 732.9 559.1 516.1 471.5 455.9 382.3 388.9 353.4 295.1 214.0 184.0 168.7 173.2 112.9 128.4
advertising material incl point of sale, direct mail 2,057.1 1,931.0 1,939.6 1,966.4 1,967.8 1,973.5 1,961.1 2,044.7 2,040.4 1,665.6 1,768.1 1,843.5 1,791.6 1,488.8 1,614.3 1,494.0 1,452.0 1,537.9 1,390.2 1,235.6 1,113.0 1,082.1

Security printing (stamps, cheque books, banknotes) 328.0 303.6 312.1 274.9 317.9 307.7 297.0 366.4 441.4 590.8 534.3 480.8 426.3 417.0 494.3 443.0 488.6 465.5 509.6 446.1 351.3 334.3

Letterheads, business cards, programmes, tickets etc 1,316.7 1,358.0 1,463.1 1,522.1 1,689.3 1,480.7 1,682.3 1,779.7 1,154.8 1,479.4 1,442.1 1,693.7 1,523.8 1,421.1 1,394.9 1,372.8 1,139.1 1,133.7 1,130.0 1,069.8 806.6 804.1

Carbon paper and self-copy paper 7.0 7.0 7.0 7.1 7.1 6.5 6.0 5.5 5.0 4.5 4.0 3.5 3.0 3.0

Envelopes (including wages packets) 226.0 248.5 253.0 279.1 283.8 280.5 245.7 237.3 231.9 202.6 193.4 205.6 194.5 169.8 199.7 189.7 169.2 170.7 169.4 144.1 128.6 145.2

Letter/correspondence cards and plain postcards 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 1.4 0.2 0.2

Boxes, pouches, wallets and writing compendiums 6.0 6.0 6.3 6.0 1.0 6.0 5.7 5.9 4.1 4.0 3.5 3.0 2.5 3.0

Registers, account books, receipt books 30.8 25.0 21.3 20.9 21.2 22.0 14.9 13.7 11.5 13.7 12.8 10.9 13.3 6.2 5.1 3.3 3.1 3.4 2.1 1.9 1.6 1.6

Notebooks, letterpads etc 108.4 98.9 82.1 74.7 71.1 71.5 46.2 36.8 38.5 35.2 27.4 22.9 24.6 26.1 29.8 32.3 38.8 43.3 38.1 33.0 27.0 39.9

Diaries 64.3 54.6 50.8 50.6 58.2 49.2 45.4 48.9 41.1 34.0 26.9 22.7 21.2 19.7 24.8 18.6 16.0 18.4 16.3 15.1 11.9 13.8

Engagement books, address books etc 2.5 2.1 1.8 1.5 1.4 1.7 2.9 3.0 1.9 2.1 2.0 2.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.0 1.0

Exercise books 14.4 16.2 21.2 19.8 24.2 20.2 16.2 15.9 13.1 11.3 12.3 13.6 14.7 14.4 20.8 21.2 20.4 9.8 14.9 12.3 10.0 10.0

Binders, folders, file covers 143.8 142.3 123.4 113.2 117.9 105.7 114.3 99.5 86.9 60.0 44.2 40.0 40.5 38.7 36.7 47.5 43.5 43.6 44.5 38.4 30.3 30.1

Business forms 432.9 412.9 447.8 412.7 449.9 381.2 363.4 385.2 239.7 199.9 159.8 164.2 164.3 83.9 84.6 54.4 55.4 45.8 45.1 52.8 48.2 40.1

Albums (for samples or collections) 5.8 5.3 7.0 7.7 8.4 7.5 8.5 9.5 1.5 1.2 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 10.5 3.9 4.3 2.1 2.1

Blotting pads and book covers 48.7 43.5 37.1 35.1 30.0 26.1 24.4 23.1 23.2 22.4 23.1 22.8 26.4 20.4 28.2 24.3 3.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.0

Other paper stationery 77.4 60.3 27.7 23.3 17.5 20.7 16.1 22.3 25.5 27.7 25.8 21.2 17.8 21.2

Maps, charts and globes 44.5 48.6 43.4 45.4 31.9 30.4 29.2 32.9 48.2 35.9 29.6 20.7 24.7 2.3 2.6 6.1 8.8 10.9 13.6 16.6 15.8 13.5
of which:

maps in book form N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 35.4 23.9 18.9 15.0 15.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1
maps not in book form, incl globes N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 12.8 12.0 10.7 5.7 9.5 2.0 2.3 5.9 8.5 10.7 13.5 16.4 15.6 13.4

Postcards and greetings cards 130.6 127.7 131.1 125.6 123.4 129.8 103.0 100.7 91.3 103.0 107.0 104.0 103.4 94.6 90.2 77.5 74.0 88.5 91.8 88.4 74.6 69.2
of which:

postcards N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 11.7 11.3 12.7 9.8 9.1 9.7 9.4 6.8 6.3 12.0 12.4 11.5 7.9 8.6
greetings cards N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 79.6 91.7 94.4 94.1 94.4 84.9 80.9 70.7 67.8 76.5 79.4 76.9 66.7 60.5

Printing of transfers (decalcomanias) 57.9 55.9 61.5 56.4 59.4 68.2 51.3 26.0 35.6 29.8 25.6 26.2 28.3 26.4 28.5 32.7 28.2 34.7 38.9 53.7 45.0 51.0

Calendars 43.4 36.4 43.1 47.3 42.7 33.6 27.1 22.7 27.8 26.2 13.7 31.0 34.5 28.5 23.7 22.7 22.7 22.7 33.8 28.6 35.7 26.8

Pictures, designs and photographs 31.7 28.7 30.6 23.9 23.1 28.9 27.7 31.6 19.0 21.0 27.2 34.7 27.4 36.7 39.5 45.5 47.7 55.0 75.4 94.3 74.2 64.8

Printing on to textiles 101.2 129.6 159.4 197.9 189.1 197.8

Printing on to material other than fabric and paper 1,336.0 1,388.9 1,501.2 1,210.0 999.9 985.4

Printing onto textiles, plastic, glass, metal, wood & ceramics 708.7 730.3 718.3 668.6 726.2 815.4 798.3 953.4 750.0 632.8 723.2 804.7 909.8 976.0 1,044.1 1,127.4 1,437.2 1,518.5 1,660.5 1,407.8 1,189.1 1,183.2

Wallpaper 123.9 113.0 135.9 132.2 134.4 140.8 123.1 115.1 114.2 115.8 102.1 108.0 134.3 124.4

TRADE BINDING & FINISHING 493.3 472.9 450.4 438.9 414.1 421.6 364.5 353.5 326.3 274.8 271.4 231.6 237.9 242.6 230.5 206.7 219.8 223.1 222.3 180.8 137.2 159.1
of which trade binding and finishing of:

books 101.9 99.9 92.3 97.8 101.5 95.3 97.9 103.8 101.3 74.7 79.2 79.4 95.3 86.1 69.8 61.8 59.2 61.1 54.0 50.5 36.9 40.7
brochures,  magazines, catalogues  etc 284.8 265.6 257.6 240.1 216.9 226.1 177.6 163.3 150.8 117.9 109.8 101.3 102.5 115.4 111.6 98.6 100.6 92.3 107.7 80.9 56.7 65.5
other 105.8 106.7 97.6 100.3 95.4 99.8 88.5 86.2 73.8 82.0 82.2 50.7 39.8 40.9 48.9 46.1 58.8 66.3 56.6 49.0 43.0 51.7

PRE-PRESS and PRE-MEDIA 1,509.4 1,364.0 1,273.2 1,066.5 1,163.6 1,106.6 996.1 1,036.4 582.3 470.0 455.2 403.9 387.4 381.0 401.5 435.0 469.0 451.4 429.8 368.5 323.4 360.6
of which:

composition, platemaking, typesetting etc 327.7 267.4 181.0 152.7 174.1 194.0 135.1 161.8 108.1 108.3 80.4 75.9 69.8 78.4 82.6 94.0 98.8 103.1 108.9 97.8 87.0 88.9
printing components 241.7 248.7 230.8 247.1 171.2 200.6 209.0 188.5 116.1 61.4 58.1 56.6 60.9 70.8 69.8 82.0 79.3 86.2 65.2 46.1 40.3 42.3
graphic services 939.9 847.7 861.2 666.5 817.9 712.0 651.9 686.0 355.4 298.2 314.4 268.2 252.5 227.3 245.6 256.2 287.7 259.4 251.3 220.1 193.3 225.7

Other printing income -193.3 -217.3 -211.2 -238.8 -240.9 -238.0 -192.0 -184.1 77.9 31.7 29.2 37.5 48.0 61.6 71.7 83.0 85.1 92.0 -0.5 50.5 75.8 82.4

PRINTING 12,004.0 11,397.6 11,261.1 10,747.3 10,960.4 10,696.3 10,244.0 10,689.5 10,134.0 9,208.8 9,283.8 9,494.3 9,205.6 8,500.5 8,598.8 8,387.8 8,280.0 8,590.5 8,613.8 8,042.5 6,610.0 6,691.1

PRINTED PACKAGING 943.8 1,181.5 1,097.5 987.4 1,099.7 1,129.6 1,168.0 1,161.9 1,175.1 1,123.8 1,179.2 1,345.8 1,308.0 1,291.1 1,280.0 1,380.2 1,305.0 1,279.9 1,369.9 1,499.0 1,437.8 1,570.2
of which:

Folding cartons, boxes and cases 909.6 1,149.3 1,068.2 965.6 1,075.1 1,100.2 1,135.4 1,125.3 875.4 878.3 882.6 1,021.3 1,005.1 1,019.4 1,007.8 1,091.7 1,007.2 987.6 1,054.2 1,134.7 1,108.9 1,196.5
Packing containers, vacuum bags, record sleeves 48.6 42.7 49.8 57.8 65.0 64.1 73.6 73.6 81.3 71.0 71.0 99.3 73.8 66.5
Box files, letter trays, storage boxes 34.3 32.2 29.3 21.8 24.6 29.4 32.6 36.6 33.8 33.1 32.4 35.2 32.5 16.6 16.7 20.8 19.8 19.0 16.4 16.9 14.7 17.5
Sacks and bags, 40cm or more wide 77.7 50.1 71.4 85.4 61.4 67.4 62.8 63.5 64.9 67.2 63.6 72.2 69.6 80.4
Sacks and bags less than 40cm wide 139.7 119.6 143.1 146.2 144.0 123.7 119.1 130.7 131.9 135.2 164.7 175.9 170.8 209.4

PRINTED LABELS 405.2 444.7 437.5 476.6 481.1 461.3 463.3 491.6 553.1 565.7 688.6 728.9 668.7 734.4 979.9 841.5 812.5 881.5 819.5 854.5 945.2 986.1
of which:

self-adhesive 304.4 355.8 358.4 407.1 427.2 415.6 423.4 444.6 501.4 514.5 639.7 698.6 634.4 686.6 938.7 805.3 774.2 824.3 780.3 814.0 906.4 953.7
other printed labels 100.6 88.7 79.0 69.3 53.7 45.4 39.7 46.8 51.7 51.2 48.9 30.4 34.3 47.8 41.2 36.3 38.4 57.2 39.2 40.5 38.8 32.4

TOTAL (Printing + Printed Packaging + Labels) 13,352.9 13,023.8 12,796.1 12,211.3 12,541.1 12,287.1 11,875.3 12,343.0 11,862.2 10,898.4 11,151.6 11,569.0 11,182.3 10,525.9 10,858.6 10,609.6 10,397.5 10,751.9 10,803.2 10,396.0 8,993.0 9,247.5

TOTAL SALES OF BUSINESSES CLASSIFIED TO:
Newspaper printing (SIC 1811) 196.9 198.6 170.8 200.9 211.5 185.8 190.1 250.0 134.5 102.6 73.9 95.5 95.7 62.1 58.3 47.7 33.4 51.4 23.1 11.1 7.5 8.3
Other Printing (SIC 1812) 11,958.1 11,854.0 11,696.2 11,420.5 11,540.1 11,542.3 11,287.7 11,874.5 12,469.0 10,909.7 10,809.1 11,138.0 10,783.5 10,742.3 10,678.6 10,589.7 9,965.0 9,974.3 10,020.6 10,134.8 8,077.6 8,660.5
Binding and related services (SIC 1814) 418.1 460.2 461.3 419.0 403.0 351.6 316.2 291.9 263.8 243.6 268.1 218.2 204.7 200.2 204.3 207.2 217.5 199.9 231.3 194.8 142.9 189.9
Pre-press and Pre-media services (SIC 1813) 1,634.0 1,532.7 1,413.8 1,245.6 1,348.2 1,213.0 1,132.7 1,183.2 1,281.3 935.1 863.9 823.9 792.6 754.1 787.3 764.8 766.9 769.6 672.0 628.9 538.5 583.8

PRINTING (SIC 181) 14,207.0 14,045.6 13,742.2 13,286.0 13,502.8 13,292.7 12,926.7 13,599.5 14,148.5 12,191.0 12,014.9 12,275.6 11,876.4 11,758.8 11,728.5 11,609.5 10,982.8 10,995.3 10,946.9 10,969.6 8,766.4 9,442.6

TOTAL SALES OF BUSINESSES CLASSIFIED TO:
Printed packaging (part SIC 1721) 943.8 1,181.5 1,097.5 987.4 1,099.7 1,129.6 1,168.0 1,161.9 1,283.1 1,225.8 1,302.4 1,436.0 1,392.5 1,369.4 1,402.9 1,374.1 1,364.1 1,386.7 1,457.5 1,574.2 1,510.1 1,661.6
Printed labels (part SIC 1729) 456.6 438.5 452.2 430.4 453.8 441.9 512.8 518.4 675.6 499.9 735.6 742.0 615.4 625.7 825.9 1,073.0 1,161.6 1,082.1 995.3 1,004.1 987.5 1,129.7
Paper stationery (SIC 1723) 614.4 607.5 532.0 581.9 503.5 481.0 465.5 433.7 402.6 407.4 360.2 359.1 320.8 329.4
Wallpaper (SIC 1724) 129.7 117.1 136.0 131.7 124.5 129.8 192.8 102.4 104.0 106.9 101.0 96.5 103.6 114.4

TOTAL PRINTING (SIC 181 + part SIC 172) 15,607.4 15,665.5 15,291.9 14,703.8 15,056.2 14,864.2 14,607.6 15,279.8 16,851.3 14,641.3 14,721.0 15,167.2 14,512.2 14,364.6 14,615.5 14,592.7 14,015.1 13,978.4 13,860.9 14,003.5 11,688.4 12,677.7

Non printing-related turnover at least: 2,254.5 2,641.7 2,495.8 2,492.5 2,515.1 2,577.1 2,732.2 2,936.8 4,989.1 3,742.9 3,569.4 3,598.2 3,329.9 3,838.7 3,756.8 3,983.1 3,617.7 3,226.4 3,057.6 3,607.4 2,695.5 3,430.2
% of printed products total 16.9% 20.3% 19.5% 20.4% 20.1% 21.0% 23.0% 23.8% 42.1% 34.3% 32.0% 31.1% 29.8% 36.5% 34.6% 37.5% 34.8% 30.0% 28.3% 34.7% 30.0% 37.1%

2020 and 2021 data subject to revisions

UK manufacturer sales (PRODCOM) 

NEC = not elsewhere classified. S = suppressed data. N/A = not available

Source: Product Sales and Trade, Office for National Statistics; National Statistics website: www.statistics.gov.uk
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